
 

 
 

 

Welcome to our Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Information Report. 

 

 
Dukesgate Academy is an Inclusive setting and we aim to ensure all children's needs are met 
irrespective of gender, race or disability. The school has an Equality Policy, Anti Bullying Policy and 
Special Educational Needs Policy that ensures there is equality of opportunity and those children 
with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities are not disadvantaged. 

 

 
We work in partnership with parents, governors, staff, pupils and other outside professionals to 
ensure children get all the support they need to succeed in education.  

  

 
Within school, Mrs. Kate Smith is our Assistant Principal with responsibility for Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND), Looked After Children (LAC), Safeguarding, vulnerable pupils and 
mental health and wellbeing. Mrs. Smith’s contact details are: 

Telephone: 0161 799 2210 Email: kate.smith@dukesgateacademy.co.uk 



 
What is Special Educational Needs? 
 

 
'A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which 
calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of 

compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if 
they: 

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of 

others of the same age; or 

(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of 

educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same 

age in mainstream schools or mainstream post -16 institutions. 

For children aged two or more, special educational provision is educational 
provision that is additional to or different from that made generally for other 

children or young people of the same age by mainstream schools.  

 
A child under compulsory school age has a special educational need if they fall 

within the definition (a) or (b) above or would do so if special educational provision 
was not made for them (Clause 20 Children and Families Bill)' (SEN Code of Practice 

January 2015, pg.15) 

 

 



What are the areas of SEND? 

 
Communication and Interaction: 

Children with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty communicating with others and 
may also not understand and use social rules of communication. This often includes children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD), including Asperger’s. 

Cognition and Learning: 

Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), and 
severe (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of the curriculum. Specific Learning 
difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of conditions 
such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia. 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health: 

Children may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties. These may include becoming 
withdrawn and isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. Other 
children may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or 
attachment disorder. 

Sensory and/or Physical needs: 

These include vision impairment, hearing impairment or multi-sensory impairment which will require specialist 
support and/or equipment or access their learning. Some children with a physical disability require ongoing support 
and equipment to access all the opportunities available to their peers. 

 

 

 



What are the different types of support available for children with SEND? 
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Wave 3 



 

   What types of SEN do we provide for? 
 
 

 
Communication and Interaction: We have a link speech therapist called Becky Culf and she completes assessments in 
school and in clinic. We also buy into an enhanced speech and language service and Lauren Brown is based in school a day a 
week. She completes assessments, supports teachers and teaching assistants and works directly with children. Further support 
includes interventions and strategies such as; Lego therapy,  WellComm (EYFS), Kagan structures, scaffolds, bespoke speech and language 
programs, social stories and visual aids. Two of our teaching assistants are ELKLAN trained.  

 
Cognition and Learning includes interventions and strategies such as; scaffolds, models, checklists, keep up same day 

intervention, catch up interventions, overlays, bespoke curriculum for personalised learning, chunked up  learning, 
breaks, pre-teach and visual aids. We use GL assessments to screen children using RAPID, COPS and LASS. This 

identifies the likelihood of dyslexia and cognitive difficulties. We buy licenses to NESSY (reading and spelling) so 
identified children can have daily access to a personalised literacy programme. 

 
 
Social emotional and mental health support includes interventions and strategies such as; every classroom has a safe 
space, access to resources to help with self regulation, emotional check ins with key members of staff, we have a 
pastoral support lead, Danka our play therapist works 1:1 with children across the school and supports children 
awaiting an appointment with CAMHS.   

 
 
Sensory and/or physical support includes interventions and strategies such as; sensory circuits, bespoke sensory 
and movement breaks, bespoke sensory equipment and tools, bespoke OT programs, South Warwickshire gross and 
fine motor intervention, bespoke specialist equipment and outreach support for children with visual or hearing 
impairments. We use resources such as wobble cushions, ear defenders, fidget toys and weighted blankets.  

 
 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Disability? 



Who are the best people to talk to in school about my child’s difficulties with Special Educational 

Needs? 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

  

 



 

 


	What is Special Educational Needs?
	What are the areas of SEND?
	Communication and Interaction:
	Cognition and Learning:
	Social, Emotional and Mental Health:
	Sensory and/or Physical needs:
	Who are the best people to talk to in school about my child’s difficulties with Special Educational Needs?


